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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently amended) A method of remotely managing inventories of a 
plurality of vending devices over a communications network providing on demand 
inventory manag e ment of hair care or cosmetic produota , comprising the steps of: 
looating a v e nding dovioo in a colon; 

authenticating a professional hair or beauty care provider to determine if 
said professional hair or beauty care provider is authorized to access one of said 
plurality of vending devices; 

selecting said one or more hair care or cosmetic products from said an 
authorized vending device machine by said professional hair or beauty care 
provider; 

purchasing said one or more hair care or cosmetic products from said 
authorized vending device by said professional hair or beauty care provider to 
~ '““J provide, transaction .data, wherein said transaction data comprises on identifier of 
identification information of said authorized vending device and said one or more 
hair care or cosmetic products purchased by said professional hair or beauty care 
provider from said authorized vending device; 

transmitting said transaction data from said authorized vend ing device to a 
central computer over a said communications network; and 

remotely managing inventory of each of said plurality of vending devices ift 
the oolon by updating inventory data maintained at said central computer for said 
each of said plurality of vending devices based on said transaction data received 
from said each of said plurality of vending devices over s aid communications 
network when a purchase is made and scheduling delivery to said ea ch of said 
plurality of ven ding devices based on said updated inventory data , th e r e by 
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providing on d e mand remote - inve n tory - mana ge ment maintained at said central 
computer for said each of said plurality of said vending devices. 

2. (Canceled) 

X. 1'. .(Cun^tly'^endedX The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
dispensing said one or more hair care or cosmetic products from said authorized 
vending device . 

4. (Currently, amended! The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of purchasing 

comprises the step of receiving payment information from said professional hair or 
beauty care provider and verifying said payment information is sufficient to cover 
the cost of said one or more hair care or cosmetic products bv said authorized 
vending device . 

5. ' (Currently amended) The method of claim 4, further comprising the step of 

dispensing said one or more hair care or cosmetic products froni authorized 

vending device if it is determined that said payment information is sufficient to 
" ’ cover the cost of said one or more hair care or cosmetic products. 

(Currently amended) The method of claim 5, further comprising the steps of 

displaying an insufficient fund message on said vending device and inhibiting said 
one or imore hair care or cosmetic products from being ' dispensed froni said 
authorize^ vending device if it is determined that said payment information is 
insufficient to. cover' the cost of said one or more hair care or cosmetic products. 

(Currently amended) The method of claim 5, further comprising the step of 
printing a receipt for said one or more hair, care or cosmetic products purchased by 
said profession hair or beauty care provider from said authorized vending device. 
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.8. (Currently amended) A method of remotely managing inventori es of a 
plurality of vending devices over a communications network providing on domand 
...... mventory - manugern e nt of hair - earoor c-osmetjo products , comprising the steps of: 

. locating - n vending dovico in a salon -' 

accessing an accessed vending device from said plurality of vending 

. ... devices by an operator to purchase one or more hair care or cosmetic products; 

....... ... .1.. ... ' selecting said one or more hair care or cosmetic products from said 

accessed vending device by said operator; 

’ authenticating said operator to determine if said operator is authorized to 
access said accessed vending device; 

receiving payment information from said operator by said accessed vending 
device; 

y>y said accessed vending device, said payment information is 

sufficient to cover the cost of said one or more hair care or cosmetic products 

selected bv said operator; and 

dispensing said one or more hair care or cosmetic products to said operator 

from said accessed vending device if it is determined that said operator is 

authorized to access said accessed vending device; 

transmitting transaction data to a central computer — over — said 

. " comtni'inications network, said trans a ction data comprising identification 

information of said accessed vendi n g device and said one or more hair care , or 
cosmetic products purchased bv sai d operator; and 

remotely managing inventory of each of said plurality of vending devices » 
the colon by updating inventory data maintained at said central computer for said 
each of said plurality of vending devices based on said transaction data received 
from said each of said plurality of ve n ding devices over said communica tio ns , 
network purchase when a purchase is made o n said each of said plurality of 
ponding devices and scheduling delivery to said eac h of said p lurality of vending 
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devices based on said updated inventory data , thereby providing on deman d 
lumutc inventory mnrinrmierit maintain ed at said central computer for said each o f 
said plurality of said vending devices. 



9. (Canceled) 

t o (Currently amended) The method of claim 8, further comprising the steps of 

.displaying an . insufficient fund message on said accessed vending device and 

inhibiting said one or more hair care or cosmetic products from being dispensed 
from said accessed vending device if it is determined that said payment 
. information is insufficient to cover the cost of said one or more hair care or 
cosmeSc products: " 

(Currently amended) The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of 

printing a receipt for said one or more hair care or cosmetic products purchased by 
said operator from said accessed ve nding device if it is determined that said 
operator is authorized to access said vending device. 

1 12 - ^ (Currenfry,am^d e 4) A method of Lemotely managing inventories of a 

plurality of vending devices over a co mmunications rietwmk Ptoxiding on dnmand 
in'. Liitori ; m nmr -i T ^ of-hafr nr enmnotic mo J u uL , having a p lnrilib / o f 

shad e s , comprising the steps of: 

locating a vending device m a s a loft j 

selecting a shade from said a plurality of shades associated with said a hair 
care ..or . cosmetic product by said a professional user on an accessed vending 
device from said plurality o f vending devices; 

" said accesse d vending device a pre-specified amount of 

. .. each base stock color required to prepare said shade selected by said professional 

user; 
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receiving payment information from said professional user by said accessed 
vending device : and ' 

verifying said payment information is sufficient to cover the cost of said 
hair care or cosmetic product by said accessed vending device: and 

delivering said tray containing said shade of said prepared hair care or 
cosmetic product at the point-of-use to said professional user by said accessed 
vending device: 

transmitting transaction data to a central computer over said 

communications network, said transaction data comprising identification 
information of said accessed vending device and said shade of said hair care or 
cosmetic products purchased bv said operator: and 

remotely managing inventory of each of said plura lity of vending devices' 
by updating inventory data maintained at said c entral computer for said each of 
said plurality of vending devices when a purchase of said shade is made on said 

each of said plurality of vending devices and scheduling delivery to said eacbof 

said plurality of vending devices based on said updated inventory data > thereby 
p roviding on domand remote inventory managemen t maintained at said central 
computer for said each of said plurality of said vending devices. 

! 13. '(Currently 'amended) The method of claim 12, further comprising the steps 

of mixing said prepared hair care or cosmetic product by said accessed vending 
device prior to delivering said tray containing said prepared hair care or cosmetic 
product to said professional user. 

14. (Canceled) 

1 15 _ (Currently amended) The method of claim 12, further comprising the steps 

of displaying an. insufficient fund message on said apcesse . d vending device if it is 
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determined that said payment information is insufficient to cover the cost of said 
hair care dr cosmetic product. 

16. ..(Currently, ^mended) The method of claim 12, wherein the step of selecting 
comprises the step of receiving a product sku number from said professional user 
bv said accessed vending device . 

17 (Ctirrgnjiy q™f™ dedj The method of claim 12, wherein the step of selecting 

comprises the step of displaying a set of said plurality of shades at a time on a 
display device of said accessed vending device to said professional user. 

2 2 “ ‘2l8.’ .1 (Cumently amended) The method of 12, ftirther comprising the step of 
printing a receipt for said prepared hair care or cosmetic product from sai d 
accessed vending device . 

19. 2 (Currently amended) . A system fo r remotely managing inventories .. , pj _a 

” plurality r>f vending apparatuses over a commimications network vending 

appaxatup for providing on demand - invontory management of a hair oare or 
eosmetic product having o plurality of shade s, each vending apparatus comprising: 
a user interface for selecting a shade from said a plurality of shades 
associated .with said a hair care or cosmetic product by said a professional user; 

a processor for. determining a pre-specified amount of each base stock color 

required to prepare said shade selected by said professional user, 

a device for receiving payment information from said professional user, and 
wherein said processor is operable to verify said payment information is sufficient 

to cover the cost of said hair care or cosmetic product; 

a plurality of reservoirs, each containing different base stock color of said 

hair care or cosmetic product, for dispensing said determined pre-specified amount 

of the respective base stock color into a tray to provide said shade of said hair care 

.. ........... ...... „or cosmetic, product; and . ........... 
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a dispensing device for delivering said tray' containing said prepared hair 
care or cosmetic product at the pomt-of-use to said professional user; and 

wherein said -processor is operable to transmit a communications notwork 
. jor tranopu,1ting. transaction data to a cental computer , which over said 
communications network, said transaction data comprising identifi cation 
information of said each vending apparatus and sai d shade of said hair care or 
cosmetic -product purchased by said professional user; and 

wherein said central computer is operable to remotely managers]] 
.inventory .of each of said plurality of vending apparatuses by updating inventory 
fWa maintained at said central computer for said each of said ~phirality_of vending 
apparatuses based on said transaction data when a purchase of said shade of said 
hair care or cosmetic product has been made on said each of said plurality . of 
vending apparatuses and scheduling delivery to said each of said plurality of 
apparatuses based on said updated inventory data r thereby providing -on 
de mand remote inventory management maintained at said central computer Jor 
said each of said plurality of vending apparatuses device- 

:.i; . ! ” 20 . IJ; (Currently pended) The v ending apparatus system of claim 19, forther 

, comprising a mixing device for mixing said prepared hair care or cosmetic 

product 

21. (Canceled) 

22. ... (Currently, amende^) . The v ending apparatus system of claim 19, wh e i e in 
said each vending apparatus further comprises [[mg]] a display device for 
displaying an insufficient fund message if it is determined that said payment 
; . information is insufficient to cover the cost of said hair care or cosmetic product. 
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.23. . .. (Currently amended) The vending apparatus s^tem °^ clairnl9 ’ wherein 

^ . l..i. said ns.exitjterface.is a keypad and said keypad is operable to receive a product sku 

" number fiom said professional user. 

J .. . 24. ' '..(Currently amended) The vending apparatus gystem of claim 19, wherein • 

' said display device is operable to a set of said plurality of shades at a time on said 
! display device to said professional user; and wherein said keypad is operable by 
’ said professional user to select said shade from said set of said plurality shades 
displayed on said display device. 

' 2s'- ... (Currently amended) The vending apparatus system of claim 19, wherein 

said hair care or cosmetic product is a hair dye product. 

'r'Z'V. , 26ril(Tuirentiyiamended) ' The rending apparati i r 's^t^a of claim 19, furflier 
comprising a printer for printing a receipt for said prepared hair care or cosmetic 

product. 

;; .. 1 2 T..L, (Currently . amended) A method of remotely managing inventories of .. a 

T ^Ui, r gfvendm devices ^ a communications network providing on demred 
inventory management o f ha i r caro pro duct, comprising the steps of: 

...l ecptiJig : a vending device) m a oalon ; 

' . selecting one or more hair color products from said a vending device fr om - 
.,id plurality of vending devices m&ebmt by a cosmologisrt or other licensed hair 

care provider; 

purchasing said one or more hair color products from said vending device 
by said costnologist or other licensed hair care provider to provide transaction data 
.. wherein said transaction data comprises on id ent ifier asoori n t od noth i d entificati on 
~ i.fnrmfltlon of said vendim. device and said one or more hair color products 
purchased by said professional hair or beauty care provider; 
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authenticating said cosmologists or other licensed hair care provider to 

determine if said cosmologists or other licensed hair care provider is authorized to 

access said vending device; 

transmitting said transaction data from vending device to a central 

com p uter over a said communications network; and 

remotely managing inventory of each of said plurality of vending devices in 
the calon by updating inventory data maintained at said centr al computer for said 
each of plurality of vending devices based on said transactio n data received 
from said each of said plurality of vending devices over said. .communic ations 
network purchas e when a purchase is made on said each of said plu rality,. of 
yen rling devices and scheduling delivery to said eac h of said plurality of vending 
devices based on said updated inventory data y th e reby providing on demand 
nt« iny^trvry monn^ e mea * maintained at said central co m puter for said each of 
said plurality of said vending devices. 

28. (Canceled) 

29- ..(Currently amended) ... The method of claim 27, .further comprising the step of 

dispensing. .said one or more hair color products from said vending device. 

; 30 .. (Currently amended) . The method of claim 27, wherein the step of 
purchasing comprises the step of receiving payment information from said 
cosmologists or other licensed hair care provider and verifying said payment 
. .. 7.1 . information is sitfBcient to cover the cost of said one or more hair color products 
. hy. said v gpdjng device . 

.7 7773 1.7 " (Currently’ amended) The method of claim 30, further comprising the step of 

-dispensing. said one or more hair color products from said . vending device if it is 
77 7 7 " 7717 deten njned’that said payment information is sufficient to cover the cost of said one 
or more hair color products. 
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32. ' (Cuixettfly amended); The method of claim 31, further comprising the steps 
of displaying an insufficient fund message on said vending device and inhibiting 
1~ said" .<me _ or moire _h«br color products from being dispensed from said vending 
device iF.it is detennined that said payment information is insufficient to cover the 
cost of said one or more hair color products. 

3 3.., . (Currently amendedX The method of claim 3 1 ,. fmther comprising the step of 
printing a receipt for said one or more hair color products purchased by said 
cosmologists or other licensed hair care provider from said vending device . 

' ' 34. (Cufrently amende d£ A method of remotely managing inventories of a 

plurality of vending devices over a communications network providing on d e man d 
i nv e nto r y manag e m e nt of hair care produdtc , comprising the steps of: 
looating a vonding dovic e in a salon ; 

accessing said an accessed vending device from said plurality of vending 
devices by an operator to purchase one or more hair color products; 

" ■ . ... .. . selecting "said' one or more hair color products from said accessed vending 

tfipetatbf; . . ... . .. .. .. 

authenticating said operator to determine if said operator is authorized to 
access said accessed vending device; 

receiving payment information from said operator by said accessed vending 
device: and 

verifying said payment information is sufficient to cover the cost of said 
one OX mote hair color products bv said accessed vending device; 

dispensing said one or more hair color products to said operator from said 
accessed vending device if it is determined that said operator is authorized to 
access said accessed vending device; 

transmitting transaction data from said accessed vending device to a central 

computer oyer a said communications network, wherein said transaction data 
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comprises an id e ntifier associated with identification information of said accessed 
vending device and said one or more hair color products purchased by said 
professional hair or beauty care provider; and 

remotely managing inventory of each of said plurality of vending devices in 
the salon by updating inventory data maintained at said central computer for said 
each of said plurality of vending devices based on said transaction data received 
from said each of said plurality of vending devices over said communications 
network when a purchase of said hair color product has been made on said each of 
said plurality of vending devices and scheduling delivery based on said updated 
inventory da ta ; — th e r e by — providing on — demand remote inventory management 
maintained at said central computer for said each of said plurality of said vending 
devices. 

35. (Canceled) 

26. (Currently .amende^) The method of claim 34, further comprising the steps 

of" diqplaymg.'.Pri insufficient fund message on said accessed vending devic e and 
inhibiting said one or more hair color products from being dispensed from said 
accessed vending device if it is determined that said payment information is 
_ insufficient to. coyer the cost of said one or more hair color products. 

37 (Currently, amende*!) The method of claim 34, further comprising the step of 
printing a receipt for said one or more hair color products purchased by said 
operator from said accessed vending device if it is determined that said operator is 
authorized to access said vending device. 

1 3 g .... .(Currnnfry.amended) A method of remotely managing inventories o jji 

plurality ofyendiaa devices over a communications network prodding on demand 
itf^ategy^ftaaag um cn t u f hah c ore pr nduct o having o phnal i ty of oha rlo n - at- a 
point of u o n tri n p™fnrir . itmal - nser - comprising the steps of: 

12 
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selecting a hair color shade from said a plurality of shades associated with 
said a hair color product by said a professional user on a n accessed vending device 
from said plurality of vending devices; 

determining an amount of each base stock color required to prepare said 
hair color shade selected by said professional user bv said accessed vending 
device: 

receiving payment information from said professional user bv said accessed 
vending device; and! 

verifying said payment information is sufficient to cover the cost of said 
hair color product bv said accessed vending device: 

delivering said tray containing said hair color shade of said prepared hair 
care or cosmetic product at the point-of-use to said professional user bv said 
accessed vending device: 

transmitting transaction data from said accessed vending device to a central 
computer over a said communications networ k, wherein said transaction data 
comnrises identification information of said accessed vending device and said hair 
color shade of said hair care product purchased by said professional user; and 

remotely managing inventory of each of said plurality of vending devices 

by updating inventory data maintained at said central computer for said each of 

said plurality of vending devices based on said transaction data received from said 
each of said plurality o£ venrtin g devices over said communications network when 

a purchase of said hair color shade has been made on said eac h of said plurality of 

vending devices and scheduling delivery based on said updated inventory data ? 
thereby providing on demand remote invontory manag e m e nt maintained at said, 
central computer for said each of said plurality of said vending devices. 

39, 1 (Currently ^amended) The method of claim 38, further comprising the steps 

of mixing said prepared hair color product by said accessed vending device prior 
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to delivering said tray containing said prepared hair color product to said 
professional. user.. ... 

40. (Canceled) 

41. (Currently amended] The method of claim. 38,. further comprising the steps 
of displaying an insufficient fund message on said accessed vending device if it is 
determined that said payment information is insufficient to cover the cost of said 

' ■ ' hair color product. - 

42 . .. (Currently amended) The method of claim 38, wherein the step of selecting 

comprises the step of receiving a product sku number from said professional user 
by said accessed vending device . 

” . " |43. ' ' ‘(Cuifeptly amended) The method of claim 38, wherein the step of selecting 
comprises the step of displaying a set of said plurality of shades at a time on a 
display device to said professional user bv said accessed vending device. 

44. (Currently amended) The method of 38, further comprising the step of 
printing a receipt for said prepared hair color product from said accessed vending 
device . 

'■ 45. (Currently amended) A system for remotely managing inventories of__a 
plurality of vending apparatuses over a communications network vending 
apparatus for providing on demand inventory manag e ment of a hair Caro product 
ha ving a plurality of shad e s at a point of uoo to a professional us e r , each vending 
; \ apparatus comprising: 

a user interface for selecting a shade from said a plurality of shades 
associated with said a hair color product by said a professional user and for 
accepting payment for a selected amount of said shade, 
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a processor for determining a pre-specified amount of each base stock color 
required to prepare said shade selected by said professional user; 

a plurality of reservoirs, each containing different base stock color of said 
hair color products, for dispensing determined amount of the respective base stock 
color into a tray to provide said shade of said hair color product; and 

a device for receiving payment information from said professional user, and 
wherein said processor is operable to verify said payment information is sufficient 
to cover the cost of said hair color product; and 

a dispensing device for delivering said tray containing said prepared hair 

color product at the pojht-of-use to said professional user; and 

wherein said processor is operable to transmit a communications n e twork 
for tranomitting transaction data to a central computer , which - compri se s ' said over 
. said communications network, said transaction data comprising identification 
information of said each vending apparatus and a product identification number 

associated with said'shade of said hair care product -purchased by said professional 

hair or beauty care provider r4e-a : and 

wherein said central computer . wh i e h is operable to remotely manageffsll 
inventory of each of said plurality of vending apparatuses by updating inventory 
data maintained at said central computer for said each of said plurality of vending 
apparatus es based on said transaction data when a purchase of said shade of said 
hair care or cosmetic product has been made on said each of said plurality of 
vpnHincr apparatuses and scheduling delivery to said each of said plurality of 
vfttiHing apparatuses based on said updated inventory data , th e r e by providing on 
demand remote inventory - manag e ment maintained at said central computer for 
said each of said plurality of vending a pparatuses devic e . 

.46. (Currently amended) The vending apparatus system of claim 45, further 
comprising a mixing device for mixing said prepared hair color product. 
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47. (Canceled) 

48. (Currently amended) The v e n ding apparatus system of claim 45, further 

comprising a display device for displaying an insufficient fund message if it is 
determined that said payment information is insufficient to cover the cost of said * 
hair dolor product. : 

49. (Currently amended) The v e nding apparatus system of claim 45, wherein 

said user interface is] a keypad and said keypad is operable to receive a product sku 
number from said professional user. 

50. (Currently amended) The v e nding apparatu s system of claim 45, wherein 

said display device is operable to a set of said plurality of shades at a time on said 
display device to said professional user; and wherein said keypad is operable by 
said professional user to select said shade from said set of said plurality of shades 
displayed on said display device. 

.51. (Currently amended) The v e nding apparatus system of claim 45, further 

comprising a printer for printing a receipt for said prepared hair color product. 
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